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Dear National Council Members: 

Escalating healthcare expenditures are leading many policymakers to examine the value – both to systems and consumers – of healthcare services. This concept, often referred to as comparative effectiveness research (CER), can help us to identify the elements that support and challenge our ability to adopt new clinical practices. Lessons learned from CER will likely influence anticipated changes in the financing and delivery of services.

In recognition of this, the National Council for Community Behavioral Healthcare (the National Council), is participating in a comparative effectiveness research project (“CER project”) to provide community behavioral health organizations (CBHOs) with information related to the adoption of Motivational Interviewing into routine practice. The CER project, sponsored by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) and conducted by MANILA Consulting Group, Inc., involves an evaluation that will examine the decision-making factors influencing a  CBHO’s intent to adopt an evidence-based practice (EBP), specifically, motivational interviewing. As a subcontractor to MANILA, the National Council invites your organization to be part of this effort. By doing so, your organization will have the opportunity to provide valuable information on how EBPs such as motivational interviewing can best be incorporated into the routine practices of CBHOs across the country. 
Why Should You Participate in this Evaluation? 

· Gain access to written materials and other free resources to help your organization adopt Motivational Interviewing
· Increase the field’s understanding of the factors that influence adoption and implementation of Evidence-Based Practices
Participating CBHOs will be asked to identify up to five (5) staff who are responsible for making decisions regarding the adoption of new practices. These individuals will participate in the evaluation, which will be conducted over a 10-month period, beginning in July, 2011. Each participant will be asked to take part in up to three, 1- to 2-hour activities designed to assist organizations in making decisions about whether or not to implement motivational interviewing. These activities may include reviewing packets of information, reading journal articles, looking at different Web sites, and participating in Webinars. Additionally, participants will be asked to complete up to five surveys.  

If interested, please complete the brief online CER Project Interest Form by June 30. 
If you have any questions about this evaluation, please contact Mohini Venkatesh, Senior Director, Public Policy, at the National Council. Participation is completely voluntary. 

 

In appreciation for taking part in the evaluation, each organization will receive the following:

        A recognition plaque for participation in the project

        One copy of the most recent motivational interviewing manual

        A thank-you letter from SAMHSA 

        The option to be acknowledged on the National Council Web site as being part of the evaluation

· A $20-$25 gift certificate 

We appreciate your time and efforts, and we encourage your participation in this initiative to assist community behavioral health organizations nationally to implement EBPs quickly and efficiently. As always I welcome your questions or comments at lindar@thenationalcouncil.org.
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Best Regards,

Linda Rosenberg, MSW

President and CEO
[image: image3.jpg]NATIONAL COUNCIL

FOR COMMUNITY BEHAVIORAL HEALTHCARE LINDA ROSENBERG, MSW President & CEO WILLIAM H. KYLES, MA, MPA Board Chair

1701 K Street NW, Suite 400, Washington, DC 200061526
Ph 202.684.7457 | Fax 202.684.7472 | www.TheNationalCouncil.org =






