Template for Associations: On your agency letterhead

[Date]

The Honorable [Senator’s Name]
[Senate Building Name and Room Number] Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C.   20510

Dear Senator [Name]:

On behalf of community mental health and substance abuse agencies in the State of [Your State], I am writing to ask you to sign on as a cosponsor of the Community Mental Health Services Improvement Act (S. 2182) and the Community-Based Mental Health Infrastructure Improvements Act (S. 2183). The provisions of these bills, introduced by Senators Jack Reed (D-RI) and Gordon Smith (R-OR), will have far-reaching implications for the health and well being of persons living with mental illness.

A 2006 report based on data collected from eight public mental health systems - developed by the Medical Directors Council of the National Association of State Mental Health Program Directors  - found that people with mental illnesses seem to have the shortest life expectancy, and the highest levels of disability, among any other subgroup in all of American public health. For this reason, we are particularly pleased with the inclusion of provisions that would co-locate primary care, specialty medical care and substance use treatment services in Community Mental Health Organizations across the United States.  

[Include a few details on the number of people your members serve and how the Community Mental Health Services Act would benefit providers in your state. Example: “Annually, community mental health organizations in our state treat approximately 25,000 people of all ages. These organizations have worked diligently to provide care coordination to their clients, and/or to provide psychiatric services in primary care settings.”] The appalling death rates among adult, public-sector mental health consumers strongly suggests that the referral model is not working. Integrating primary care into behavioral health services settings is a key policy objective of the mental health community, and the two co-location programs in these bills are the first steps of a larger effort to reduce mortality and morbidity among individuals living with mental disorders.
S. 2182 and 2183 also address the behavioral healthcare “workforce crisis” referred to in the President’s New Freedom Commission Report Both the new university-based training programs as well as additional student loan assistance should help community mental health programs operating in health professional shortage areas. In addition, the new tele-mental health and health information technology programs contained in this legislation should help address the twin goals of improving the quality of care and expanding access to behavioral health services in rural areas.

Please consider supporting community mental health and substance abuse treatment providers in [your state] by agreeing to cosponsor S. 2182 and 2183. We are happy to provide any additional information on behavioral healthcare services in [your state] and look forward to working with you and your staff to ensure that this bill becomes law.

Sincerely,

