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November 13, 2009

The Honorable Tom Harkin

Chairman

Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
428 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Mike Enzi

Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
835 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senators Harkin and Enzi,

It is with great enthusiasm that | write on behalf of the Campaign for
Mental Health Reform in support of the nomination of Pamela Hyde, J.D.,
to serve as Administrator of the Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration. Having built a distinguished career serving in a
variety of positions in several states, Ms. Hyde has earned the respect and
admiration of advocates, practitioners, and administrators in the mental
health and substance abuse fields for her command of both clinical and
financing issues, her innovative approaches to policy and administrative
challenges, and her ability to represent behavioral health interests in a
variety of settings.

At a time of great change in healthcare, we welcome the prospect of a
SAMHSA Administrator who can confidently navigate not only the
familiar terrain of mental health and substance abuse service delivery and
policy, but also the shifting landscape of a reforming healthcare financing
and policy arena. Ms. Hyde brings unique capabilities to these endeavors
and, we believe, will help uphold the nation’s responsibilities to some of
its most vulnerable citizens.
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Members of our Campaign are eager to see Ms. Hyde join the team that will guide the
administration’s approach to the provision of healthcare services. We believe there is no time to
waste in ensuring the full integration of behavioral healthcare with overall healthcare. In this
process, we recognize the need for the mental health and substance abuse services communities
to be expertly represented at the highest levels of health and social service policy development
and implementation. Therefore, we urge your Committee to act on Ms. Hyde’s nomination as
soon as possible.

Thank you for giving your attention to this important matter.
Sincerely,

i ot

William Emmet
Director



