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Budget Background

> ñWe start 2009 in the midst of a crisis unlike any we have seen 

in our lifetimes. Our economy is in a deep recession that 

threatens to be deeper and longer than any since the Great 

Depression. More than three and a half million jobs were lost 

over the past 13 months, more jobs than at any time since World 

War II. In addition, another 8.8 million Americans who want and 

need full-time work have had to settle for part-time jobs. 

Manufacturing employment has hit a 60-year low.ò 

> -President Obama, February 26th 2009
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Budget Process in a Nutshellé

> The annual budget process begins with President's submission to Congress of 

Administrationôs budget for the following fiscal year in early February. 

> The President's budget is a recommendation. 

> The Congressional budget resolution, also known as the concurrent budget 

resolution, provides an outline of Congress' budget policy for the upcoming fiscal 

year, as well as following years

> Discretionary spending totals are allocated to the House and Senate 

Appropriations Committees, and from there to their subcommittees, by Section 

302 allocations. 

> Each subcommittee attempts to draft a single appropriation bill; there are 12 

Subcommittees ïour focus is Labor-HHS, Education (LHHS) and Commerce, 

Justice, Science (CJS).
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Federal Funding of Mental Health and 

Addiction Services

Á Obama Administration released budget first week in May

Á House appropriations subcommittee markups (review) of 

spending bills have begun and will continue for next few weeks. 

The Senate Appropriations Committee plans to start 

subcommittee markups the third week of June.

Á Administration budget targets more than 100 programs that 

should be ended or substantially changed, moves that will save 

nearly $17 billion next year alone ïincluding Safe and Drug 

Free Schools State Grants 
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HUD: Housing and Homelessness

> HUD requests $17.836 billion for rental housing vouchers, an increase 

of approximately $1.77 billion over the levels provided in 09.

> $1 billion for the initial capitalization of the Housing Trust Fund. The 

purpose of the Trust Fund is primarily to increase and preserve the 

supply of rental housing for low and very low income households. 

> Section 811 Housing for Persons with Disabilities: HUD requests $250 

million for Section 811, the same level provided in 09.

> Homeless Assistance Grants: HUD requests $1.794 billion for 

Homeless Assistance Grants, an increase of $117 million over 09.
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Additional Highlights 

> DoEd: $10 million for the creation of ñpromise neighborhoodsò to be 

modeled on the Harlem Childrenôs Zone.

> DoL: $115 million for the Reintegration of Ex-Offenders program, which 

is an increase of $6.5 over FY 09 level.

> VA: $4.6 billion (up $288 million) to expand inpatient residential, and 

outpatient mental health programs.

> VA: Expand proven homeless programs and launch a new $26 million 

pilot project to work with other federal agencies and non-profits to 

reduce homelessness among Veterans most at risk
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Health and Human Services Dept

> The Presidentôs FY 2010 HHS budget totals $879 billion, an increase of 

$63 billion. 

> Includes $124 million for States to establish and expand evidence-

based home visitation programs for low-income families.  

> Increase of $107 million above FY 2009 ($3 billion) in CDC and Health 

Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) to enhance HIV/AIDS 

prevention, care, and treatment.

> $7.2 billion for HRSA, a net decrease of $107 million.

> The FY 2010 Budget requests nearly $5 billion for the Indian Health 

Service (IHS), an increase of $454 million over FY 2009.
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D of Ed ïSafe & Drug Free Schools and 

Communities: State Grants 

> Only source of funding that directly targets all of Americaôs youth 

with substance use, violence prevention and intervention. 

> Safety-net program for youth drug and violence prevention 

currently serving more than 37 million youth each year. 

> Every dollar invested in research based prevention has the 

potential to save up to $7.  

> Impact of Elimination:

ÅMost school districts left without any prevention 

infrastructure

ÅEarly warning network for identifying and dealing with 

emerging drug trends eliminated

ÅSchool Resource Officers funding
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Funding for Mental Health and Addiction 

Services is ñWorth the Investmentò

> Significant Impact: Untreated alcohol and drug addiction drains the U.S. 

economy of at least $346 billion per year. 

Å Alcoholism alone is responsible for 500 million lost work days each year. 

Å Addiction affects one in ten Americans and one in four children. 

> Treatment Gap: In 2007, of the 23.2 million Americans with alcohol or drug 

problems in 2007, only 2.4 millionðroughly one in tenðreceived treatment at a 

specialty addiction treatment facility, leaving 20.8 million untreated.

> We know that treatment works; over two thirds of the people with addiction do 

achieve recovery and treatment increases the likelihood of transitioning from use 

to recovery. 



www.TheNationalCouncil.org

Additional Talking Points 

> Funding for the MHBG has been stagnant since an increase in the late 

1990s, increasing only 13%. THE SAPTBG would need an increase of 

$403.7 million above the 2009 appropriation to maintain services at 2004 

levels 

> 11 percent of people using outpatient mental health and substance abuse 

treatment in the South used more than 5 percent of their familyôs annual income 

to cover their out-of-pocket treatment costs over the period 2001-2005

> State Budget Shortfalls: 32 of the 42 responding State Mental Health Agencies 

reported that their states are experiencing budget shortfalls in both the current 

fiscal year and next fiscal year (FY10). 

> CMHCs are reporting a surge of newly unemployed persons seeking mental 

health services. Recent survey: 15 percent to 17 percent increase in initial 

psychiatric intakes.
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Funding for Key SAMHSA Programs

Á FY 2010 Budget Request for SAMHSA is $3.5 billion, 

increase of $59 million above FY 09.

Á Level funding for Substance Abuse Prevention and 

Treatment Block Grant (SAPTBG) and Community Mental 

Health Services Block Grant. 

Á Eliminates funding for Congressionally-directed projects, 

i.e. earmarks
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SAMHSA continuedé

Á Childrenôs Mental Health Services Program would receive $16.9 

million increase

Á Projects for Assistance in Transition from Homelessness 

(PATH) would receive $8.4 million increase

Á Substance Abuse Treatment Programs of Regional and National 

Significance would receive $45.7 million increase for Treatment 

Drug Courts and an Ex-Offender Re-entry Program

Á Screening, Brief Intervention, Referral to Treatment (SBIRT) and 

Access To Recovery (ATR) would receive level funding; $29.1 

million and $99 million and respectively


