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Budget Background

> ñWe start 2009 in the midst of a crisis unlike any we have seen 

in our lifetimes. Our economy is in a deep recession that 

threatens to be deeper and longer than any since the Great 

Depression. More than three and a half million jobs were lost 

over the past 13 months, more jobs than at any time since World 

War II. In addition, another 8.8 million Americans who want and 

need full-time work have had to settle for part-time jobs. 

Manufacturing employment has hit a 60-year low.ò 

> -President Obama, February 26th 2009
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> The annual budget process begins with President's submission to Congress of 
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> The President's budget is a recommendation. 

> The Congressional budget resolution, also known as the concurrent budget 

resolution, provides an outline of Congress' budget policy for the upcoming fiscal 

year, as well as following years

> Discretionary spending totals are allocated to the House and Senate 

Appropriations Committees, and from there to their subcommittees, by Section 

302 allocations. 

> Each subcommittee attempts to draft a single appropriation bill; there are 12 

Subcommittees �±our focus is Labor-HHS, Education (LHHS) and Commerce, 

Justice, Science (CJS).


