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The Nation’s Voice on Mental lliness




October 2, 2007

The Honorable Jack Reed





The Gordon H. Smith

United States Senate

Washington, D.C.  20510

Dear Senators Reed and Smith:

On behalf of the 210,000 members and 1,200 affiliates of the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI), I am writing to express support for the Community Mental Health Services Improvement Act.  As the nation’s largest organization representing people with serious mental illness and their families, I would like to thank you for introducing this important legislation. 

As you know, a 2006 report published by the National Association of State Mental Health Program Directors found that people with serious mental illnesses experience on average shorter life expectancy and higher levels of disability than any other measured subgroup of Americans.  This important study demonstrates the imperative for more effective integration of mental illness and physical health treatment for people living with serious mental illness.
NAMI is especially supportive of provisions in your legislation designed to co-locate primary care, specialty medical care and substance use treatment services in Community Mental Health Organizations.  In most states, these agencies do not currently possess the resources to integrate mental health and primary care services at a single community site.  For NAMI, these appalling death rates among people with mental illness demonstrate that the current referral model is simply not working and needs reform.   NAMI also supports provisions in your legislation to address the workforce crisis in public mental health systems across the nation, as well as the new tele-mental health and health information technology programs.  These innovations are crucial to addressing the twin goals of improving the quality of care and expanding access to mental illness treatment services in rural and frontier areas.

Thank you for your outstanding advocacy and leadership on behalf of people with mental illness and their families.  NAMI looks forward to working with you to ensure passage of the Community Mental Health Services Improvement Act as the reauthorization process for the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) moves forward.

Sincerely,

[image: image2.jpg]



Michael J. Fitzpatrick, M.S.W.

Executive Director
NATIONAL ALLIANCE ON MENTAL ILLNESS 
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