
TELLING YOUR STORY THROUGH 

DATA VISUALIZATION



HELLO! 
I’m Steph!



Understand how data visualization can help tell your 

CONNECTED stories.
O

B
JE

C
T
IV

E
S

Learn tools and tips for good design for data visualization.

Think about how you could use data visualization 

techniques with your own data.

Find out about tools and resources to create and share 

messages about your CONNECTED efforts.



THE PLAN

The 

Basics
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Good 

Design
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Practice 

Time!
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Data Viz is for Everyone!

Let’s start with the basics. 1



THE WHY: PURPOSES OF DATA VIZ

Communicate information quickly and easily

Engage audiences

Stand out from the crowd

Identify areas that need attention or improvement



THE WHO: DATA VIZ 

AUDIENCES



THE WHAT: DATA SOURCES

You already collect data that you can use!

Y-VAL or Y-VOC survey data

Program data 

Storycorps

Evaluation data



THE HOW: DATA VIZ CONTAINERS





BUT WHAT ABOUT QUALITATIVE DATA?





Telling Your Story

A few guidelines for good design. 2



WHAT MAKES A GOOD DATA VISUALIZATION?

Purposeful

Clear

Easy

Strategic in design

Absent of clutter

Tells a story





FONTS

Use easy to read fonts Use easy to read fonts 



FONTS

Use easy to read fonts

that

reflect your purpose 



FONTS
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\Piktochart.com



2 FONTS

I Love Data Visualization

I Love Data Visualization

4 VARIATIONS

I Love Data Visualization

I Love Data Visualization

I Love Data Visualization

I Love Data Visualization

FONTS

GUIDELINES
\Piktochart.com



This presentation uses the following fonts (aka “typographies”):

Titles: Franklin Gothic Heavy

Body copy: Agency FB

FONTS

EXAMPLE



FONTS

TOOLBOX





COLOR

Use colors that…

Follow Organization’s Brand

Are Appropriate for Content/Audience



2 COMPLEMENTARY COLORS

Data Visualization

Data Visualization

COLOR

GUIDELINES
Piktochart.com

2 MAIN COLORS

Data Visualization

Data Visualization

Data Visualization

Data Visualization

Data Visualization

Data Visualization



This presentation uses the following colors:

Main Colors:  

Sky blue #00cef6 (0,206,246) / Bright green #aff000 (175,240,0)

Complementary Colors:   

Blue  #3c78d8 (60,120,216) / Dark blue  #28324a (40,50,74)

COLOR

EXAMPLES



COLOR

TOOLBOX



COLOR

TOOLBOX



LAYOUT



LAYOUT

GUIDELINES
Piktochart.com

Guided by PURPOSE



LAYOUT

PURPOSE

Quick Data



LAYOUT

PURPOSE

Versus/Comparison



LAYOUT

PURPOSE

Road Map/Process



LAYOUT

PURPOSE

Timeline



LAYOUT

PURPOSE

Heavy Data



Introduction

Main Content or Body

Conclusion/Ask

LAYOUT

FLOW



LAYOUT

ALIGNMENT
Piktochart.com



Alignment for Images and 

Icons

Edge Alignment

Center Alignment

LAYOUT

ALIGNMENT
Piktochart.com



LAYOUT

ALIGNMENT
Piktochart.com

Be conscious of 

where you place 

things

Always find something 

else on the page to 

align with

Avoid using more than 

one text alignment



LAYOUT

TOOLBOX





IMAGES



LAYOUT

IMAGES
Piktochart.com



512 x 240180 x 180



PNGJPEG



PNGJPEG



LAYOUT

IMAGES
Piktochart.com



IMAGES

TOOLBOX



IMAGES

TOOLBOX



What will help you tell your story the best?



CHART DESIGN



Reduce CLUTTER.

Be intentional with COLOR.

Add INTERPRETATION.



AFTER

BEFORE



Reduce CLUTTER.

Be intentional with COLOR.

Add INTERPRETATION.



AFTERBEFORE



Putting the Principles to Work
Practice time! 3



REFLECTION

Font

Color

Layout

Proximity

White Space

Alignment

Images

Other 









Let’s brainstorm 

some ideas!



1. What data are you already collecting?



2. What stories could you tell from these data? 

Brainstorm a few and then pick the story that you 

most want to tell. 



3. Who needs to hear this story? 

(Pick an audience.) 



4. Why would you be telling this audience about this 

story? (Pick a purpose.)



5. What type of presentation would be best given 

your audience and purpose? (Pick a container.)



Share with your 

small group!



Who wants to share 

their ideas?



THANKS!
Any questions?



Steph Fluegeman
sfluegem@mphi.org


