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REGULATORY CONSIDERATIONS: WHICH LAWS APPLY TO YOU?

Numerous federal and state laws protect the privacy of health care information. According to the American Academy of
Pediatrics, there are at least four types of laws that affect a health provider’s ability to share information about a patient
in their care:

B Federal medical privacy rules issued under the federal Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA)
B State privacy laws
B State minor consent laws

B Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)

There is also federal confidentiality legislation (42 USC § 290dd-2) that governs facilities deemed to be federal alcohol and drug
abuse treatment programs under 42 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 2.

Each type of privacy or confidentiality regulation can change over time, so we recommend regular examination of applicable
federal and state laws in coordination with legal counsel to ensure service delivery compliance.

HIPAA

More information on HIPAA,
state privacy laws and state

While HIPAA rules permit sharing information between providers, there

are unique considerations for minors who have legally consented to care.
minor consent laws can be found

in the American Academy of

In general, HIPAA allows a parent or guardian to have access to the medical

records for their minor child, when the access is consistent with state or other

P.ediatrics Confidentialit L'aws law. Providers should inform parents that they have the right to access their
Tip Sheet and the Legal Action child’s medical records, but encourage them to speak directly with their child
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